
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle 

Bonaventura 

(President 2009-

2010)  

It has been a very busy year for 

MARAMTS and MAR. This fall, 

chapter representatives from each 

school met with the MARAMTS 

Executive Board at Marywood 

University for our annual Fall 

Business Meeting. The meeting 

was a great success as different 

members of the group joined com-

mittees to work on SWAP Shop, 

by-laws, scrapbook, sister school 

advocacy project, and fundraising. 

The group worked very well to-

gether in deciding the fund-raiser 

for this yearôs conference as well 

as coming up with new and crea-

tive ideas for logos and quotes for 

t-shirts. The MARAMTS scrap-

book was started in 2007 and we 

are proud to continue it. This year, 

each school brought their own 

personalized scrapbook page to 

add to the book! I hope you are all 

excited to be part of the MAR 

region as it is the largest and most 

active region in the country. MAR 

would love you to represent our 

region at National Conference as 

well. The AMTA National Confer-

ence will be held in Cleveland, 

Ohio on November 17-21, 2010. I 

encourage you to think about at-

tending, as it is a wonderful oppor-

tunity to interact with profession-

als in the field as well as meet 

students from across the country. 

Sessions will be a great learning 

opportunity and presenting would 

be great practice for students.  

As always, MARAMTS is still 

working hard to give the students 

in our region a voice. Never hesi-

tate to contact a member of the 

Executive Board if you have con-

cerns about anything in the region.  

Congratulations to the new execu-

tive board of 2010-2011, I wish 

you all the best of luck! 

I have had a very exciting year 

serving as Vice President of the 

MARAMTS board.  I want to 

thank everyone for your support 

and cooperation throughout the 

year.  This year has been rocky at 

some points but I feel we had a 

very successful board and accom-

plished so many great things.  Iõm 

so excited about the going green project! No more boxes of paper-

work!  Thank you to everyone who served on the MARAMTS board 

with me and good luck to the new board! 

 

Bridget Skipper 

(Vice President 2009-2010) 
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Conference planning is well under way! I am looking forward to a great  

Swap Shop this year- my goal is to get as many schools as possible to  

participate and share new ideas with everyone. There will also be some  

new changes in the bylaws which will be voted on at conference. These  

laws will define more carefully which students are eliglble to run for  

offices in MARAMTS, specifically the office of president to ensure that  

all MARAMTS board members are efficiently equipped for the job. At  

conference this year, the MARAMTS board will also emphasize the rules  

which define the rights of inactive versus active schools. Overall, I  

am looking forward to a great conference and the closing of a strong  

year for the MARAMTS board!  

Leeann Hackett (Parliamentarian 2009-2010) 
 

Letter from the Secretary 

Letter from the Parliamentarian 

Well I certainly can't believe it's been a year alreadyñand what a year it has been! This semester 

I have been busy keeping in communication with the other board members and Chapter Repre-

sentatives to organize fundraising, volunteering, and other activities for Conference coming  

up in just a few short weeks.  In February, MARAMTS held a t-shirt design contest and received  

submissions for t-shirt designs from students from across the region.  

We then voted on our favorite design which will be appearing on the shirts to be sold at Confer-

ence. Working with the executive board has been an amazing opportunity and  

experience. I have greatly enjoyed working and communicating with  

students from across the region. I feel that MARAMTS helps to bring  

students from different schools together and form bonds across  

stateliness, colleges, and universities. I have been honored to have  

been a part of it. I greatly look forward to Conference in a few weeks, and I hope to see all of 

you at the MARAMTS business meetings!  

 

 

Stephanie Kawzenuk (Secretary 2009-2010) 



Update from Treasurer 
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C

Update from Government Relations 

My name is Angela Junker and I am the treasurer of MAR-AMTAS. As the treasurer, I have kept 

track of the budget for the past year. I organized the fundraisers, t-shirt and key chains, for con-

ference. To do so, I was in contact with the businesses we ordered from, held the  

design contest for the shirts, planned the schedule for the booth to sell them at, etc. Scholarship 

reimbursement for sophomore, junior, graduate students and club recipients was also a duty of 

mine. Reimbursing for purchases by the board members was done in a timely  

fashion. I attended the fall business meeting and was present in all of the conference calls 

throughout the year.  

 

Angela Junker (Treasurer 2009-2010) 

Participating in this wonderful executive board as Government Relations Officer has been a great privilege and experience.  I would like to start off 

by thanking the MARAMTS executive board, Dr. Sue Hadley and Carol Ann Blank for helping transition into this position.  They have been a tre-

mendous help.  This year I have continued the two large projects that this position entails: Advocacy Project and Sister School Advocacy Pro-

ject.  This year at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference, MARAMTS will be raising funds to buy and donate musical instruments, music therapy 

resources, and school supplies for facilities assisted by the Jamaica Field Service Project.  Chapter representatives will be around conference with 

cans to collect donations.  So please òeMpTy your pockets for MTs!ó  The second project is the Sister School Advocacy Project.  SSAP began to 

have active schools help inactive neighboring schools become more involved. Therefore, I have been busy contacting chapter representatives and 

advisors to get updates on how SSAP is going among their sub-region.  I look forward to see how SSAP progresses within the region in the up-

coming years. Lastly as MAR Regional Conference approaches, I have been busy working on an advocacy presentation with Carol Ann Blank, MAR 

Government Relations Chair.  Carol Ann Blank and I will be presenting òAdvocacy: You Can Do It!ó  We will be reasons and how toõs for advo-

cating in our field of music therapy.  We will have an experiential portion for our presentation so plan on bringing your laptop! 

It has been a pleasure to be in this position this past year.  Since this is still a relatively new position, I am excited to see how it develops, especially 

with the Advocacy Project and Sister School Advocacy Project.  

 

Elaine Vuong (Government Relations 2009-2010) 



UPDATE FROM STUDENT AFFAIRS ADVISOR 
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I hope you are all enjoying the warm spring weather after such a long and snowy winter!!! It was great to see you all at the 

conference and to hear of all the great work you are doing. 

I am pleased to announce all the scholarship winners for 2010. Congratulations to all of the scholarship winners! Thank you 

to all involved in the judging of these awards. 

The Sophomore, Junior, and Graduate student scholarships are to pay for AMTA membership and conference registration. 

The winners were: 

 

Kerry SullivanñDuquesne University (sophomore) 

Kristen MuldoonñNazareth College (sophomore) 

Katie MyersñDuquesne University (junior) 

Angela JunkerñSlippery Rock University (junior) 

Lauren SmithñImmaculata (graduate student) 

Club Awards ($250 each): 

Elizabethtown College 

Temple University 

These same two schools won the club award last year. Elizabethtown has won it every year since its inception. I want to 

put a challenge out to all clubs to put in an application for the club award this next year. Letõs make it a bumper year for 

the club award. I know you are all doing really interesting and worthwhile work in your clubs. 

Jenny Shinn Memorial Scholarships ($500 each): 

Rachel BrackinsñElizabethtown College 

Megan ResigñNazareth College 

Lydia WestleñTemple University 

 

Congratulations on the money raised for the canning project and the fundraiser. Thank you to all involved in the student 

service project providing music therapy to the several groups of school children. 

 

I want to take a moment to praise the MARAMTS executive board for all the dedication and hard work they put in over 

the last 12 months and to welcome the new executive board. I am confident that there will be a smooth transition and that 

the great work will continue into this next year. 



Update from Elizabethtown University 
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This semester, Elizabethtown par-

ticipated in a Martin Luther King, Jr 

Day sing-along at a local nursing 

home. We also fundraised for Haiti. 

Weõre in the middle of planning our 

annual òOpen Door Recital,ó an  

interactive recital for children with 

and without disabilities, our coffee-

house to raise music therapy 

awareness in the community, and 

our music trivia fundraiser. We also 

have three volunteer days of rec-

reational music activities at the 

nursing home.  Last semester, we 

held a music therapy awareness 

table at a local concert. We held 

our 4th annual òInto the Streetsó 

recital, an interactive concert for 

adults at the local nursing home. 

We also had four volunteer days of 

recreational music activities at the 

nursing home. Some of our stu-

dents even participated in the Hal-

loween Dance at the nursing home 

as well. 

and nursing homes. Currently we 

are planning for our annual Night of 

Jazz in April. Also, Nazareth Col-

lege is very proud to be sending 3 

students to Jamaica this summer  

for the Jamaican Field Service Pro-

ject. We hope to continue our 

fundraising and remain active in the 

community in the Fall.  

Spring 2010 has been a very busy 

semester here at Nazareth College. 

We have been doing a lot of fund-

raising in order to help send 18 

students to Regional Conference 

this year! We held a fundraising 

recital in early February and some 

bake sales throughout the semes-

ter. Many club members have been 

active in the community as well, 

leading sing-alongs at local schools 

Update from Marywood University 

Update from Nazareth College 

The Marywood Chapter has had a busy semester. To start off the semester, our club sent representatives to the 

Marywood Student Activities Fair. We also sent a representative to the Marywood Candlelight Vigil for the Haiti 

earthquake victims. We just held our annual Spring semester fundraiser, Mr. Marywood, our school-wide male 

beauty pageant. We hope to hold a drum circle for Marywoodõs Release the Light Program, which is a program 

to bring awareness of sexual assault. We also have our monthly hosting of Super Saturday, a day of recreational 

therapy, in conjunction with the Deutsch Institute. We will also be having a G.I.M. trainer come in to give a pres-

entation. We will be sending a large number of club members to the conference and look forward to seeing eve-

ryone there! 



Update from Seton Hill University 
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Seton Hill has had a busy semester 

so far for our Music Therapy Club! 

At Christmas, we had a big party to 

raise money for Toys for Tots. We 

had pizza, and goodies, and col-

lected toys and money for Toys for 

Tots. We also made cards to send 

to the troops in Iraq. When we 

returned from winter break, we 

began planning our Valentine's Con-

cert, where we raised money to 

attend our conference. We sold 

baked goods, and everyone in the 

music therapy department helped 

out by performing or  

baking or helping out at the con-

cert. It was a huge success!! Almost 

our whole department (23 stu-

dents) are going to attend the Re-

gional Conference in Pittsburgh, 

PA. After the conference, we will 

plan for a sister school event with 

Duquesne and Slippery Rock either 

at the end of the semester or be-

ginning of the next semester.  

fun and thought it was a great 

learning experience.  Our big task 

this semester is getting our club to 

regional conference in Pittsburgh.   

This semester, the Immaculata Uni-

versity Music Therapy Club had 

several exciting events planned.  In 

February, we held a Valentineõs Day 

Fundraiser and sold handmade Val-

entineõs cards with song lyrics on 

them. Recently, a group of us went 

to Camilla Hall, a  nursing home for 

retired nuns and did a sing-a-long 

program.  We also directed a hand 

bell experience! We all had a lot of 

Update from Slippery Rock University 

Update from Immaculata University 

òWhere 

words fail 

music 

speaksó 

 

Our big project for this semester was we planned a Haiti Benefit Recital entitled HeARTbeat of Haiti. It focused on multicul-

tural music, art, and dance and worked with the music, art, and dance department and also international students. It was a 

great success and we made over $500. We also participated in a music education and Music Therapy drum circle that some of 

our professors put together. Both departments had the opportunity to share what each was about and what it means to them 

and we had two different drum circles with an education and therapy approach. We also started a whole note/half note  

mentorship with upperclassman and freshman, and hope to continue that in future. We are in the process of planning fund-

raisers. We have about 20 members going to conference.  



Update from Temple University 

P A G E  7  

Temple Universityõs Music Therapy 

Club has been quite active this year. 

In the Fall 2009, they are took part 

in numerous events. They started 

the semester off during Sustainabil-

ity, which is a campus wide day to 

promote sustaining mental, physical, 

and emotional health in the com-

munity. The club also went to the 

Tucker House Nursing Home 

where they engaged with the resi-

dents in an interactive sing along 

experience. During the holidays 

they visited Shriners Childrenõs 

Hospital where they held an inter-

active Holiday experience for the 

children and their families. Lastly, 

the Music Therapy Club held their 

first Benefit Concert in order to 

raise money for the Center For 

Autism in Philadelphia and they 

raised $740! Along with all of these 

activities, the club held numerous 

bake sales in order to gain funding 

for events and to get to the Re-

gional Conference.  This semester, 

the bake sales continued and paid 

off by being able to get 24 of Tem-

ple Universityõs Therapy students 

to Pittsburgh! Now as conference is 

coming to pass, the club is prepar-

ing for another Benefit Concert. 

This event will be on May 4th, 2010 

and anyone is welcome to come! 

This event will help raise money for 

the Childrenõs Hospital of Philadel-

phiaõs Global Nutrition Program 

that provides nutrition services to 

malnourished children in the bar-

rios of the Dominican Republic. 

Lastly, we are in the process of 

organizing various events so there 

is more to come! 

Update from Molloy College 
¶ Tripled our membership from last year (19 members)  

¶ Held a very successful bake sale/jam session  

¶ Co-sponsored a Spring Raffle with the school's Business & Accounting Club  

¶ Participated in many school-run events, including INTERNATIONAL DAY, a SHORE-themed party, and ST. BALDRICK'S 

DAY/LOCKS OF LOVE.  

¶ In April, we will be doing an advocacy project to hopefully introduce a Music Therapy program at a local nursing home.  

¶ Several members, and our moderator, are working with another music professor, as well as Music Education majors, to 

put together a performance for Earth Week at our school.  

¶ We will also have members participating in a walk-a-thon for DDI (Developmental Disabilities Institute).  

¶ We have 3 club members participating in JAFSP this June. 

We already have ideas for advocacy projects for the fall semester, as well as school wide events. Weõve restructured the en-

tire club, and are constantly making more improvements  growing! 

 



 

Update from Montclair University 
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This year our Music Therapy Stu-

dent Organization has participated 

in several activities which have 

promoted our group of students to 

become more cohesive as well 

allowing our organization to pro-

mote advocacy within our school. 

First our organization assisted with 

òMusic Therapy Dayó at Montclair 

State University. We met with 

students who were interested in 

becoming music therapy students as 

well as their parents in order to 

explain what being a student in a 

music therapy program was like and 

to answer any other questions they 

had. We also assisted Our Advisor 

by giving tours of the John J. Cali 

School of Music Building.  Next we 

sponsored our night of entertain-

ment and advocacy which was a 

show case of our many talented 

students who performed on their 

primary and secondary instruments. 

We also performed several interac-

tive activities with the audience to 

demonstrate some of the interven-

tions that we use in our sessions on 

a weekly basis. Finally we read ex-

cerpts from scholarly material 

which explained the field of music 

therapy.  Finally, we had a bake sale 

to financially aid a student who was 

interested in attending but did not 

have the financial means to do so. 

Different members of the music 

therapy student organization con-

tributed to this bake sale to help 

their fellow student. We are also 

sending more than 15 students to 

The mid Atlantic region conference 

this year. 

 

 

 

AMTAS on Facebook 

American Music Therapy Association Students (AMTAS), our national  

student organization, has recently created a group on Facebook. Now you can continue ignoring your schoolwork and class-

mates while staying updated about national fundraising and  

student scholarships.  

 

Also, check out AMTAS at... 

www.ser-amta.org/amtas 

Look for 

AMTAS 



Thank you for all your support! 

Feel free to contact the  

2009-2010 MARAMTS executive board  

with any questions or comments  

you may have.  

   President: Michelle Bonaventura   

                                            mdb9777@sru.edu 

Vice President: Bridget Skipper 

                 bskipper@mail.immaculata.edu 

 

Secretary:  Stephanie Kawzenuk 

                                               Skawzen7@naz.edu 

Parliamentarian: Leeann Hackett 

        hackettL@etown.edu   
 

Treasurer: Angela Junker 

     Abj7998@sru.edu  

 

Student Affairs Advisor: Dr. Susan Hadley, MT-BC, Ph.D.  
                                                              Susan.hadley@sru.edu  
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